
 

Writer’s Workshop Foster’s Students Love of Writing

Writers Workshop  

In the third grade at St. Matthias Parish School the 

teachers encourage students to embrace their love of 

writing.  Third grade teacher Tina L’Empereur works 

with the students in a program she has developed, call 

the Writer’s Workshop to foster this love.   As a part of 

the Writer’s Workshop students participate in: 

 Weekly individual writing activities 

 Weekly group writing 

 Focus on writing and illustrations 

 Open reading with Star Partners 

 Sharing stories with class 

 Focus on writing strategies – punctuation, 

capital letters, etc. 

 Journal writing to parents each Friday 

 

Students Get Published 

One group of her students took their writing workshop 

to the next level and created a book that is now able to 

be checked out in the library. Four boys worked 

together to develop their stories, flushed out ideas for 

chapters, then outside of school they had the book 

bound.  It is now available to be checked out in the 

school library.  Jack Radomski, one of the authors of the 

book says, “It was fun to create something with my 

friends and it’s cool to have a book in the library for 

everyone can see.” 

A Love for Writing 

Mrs. L’Empereur encourages the students to write all of 

the time.  Not only formal writing, that gets graded, but 

also free-flowing writing where the focus is just on 

writing and not worrying about exact grammar.  

“Students use writing their whole lives – school, job 

applications, etc. – so we want to foster habit-forming 

writing practices at an early age,” says “L’Empereur.   

Organized Writing 

In the Writer’s Workshop, key strategies include: 

 Draw a square quadrant with 4 sections and 

organize your thoughts  

 Focus on opening sentence 

 Work on indenting and writing sentences across 

the whole page 

 

This process has helped the children develop a love of 

writing.  Radomski says, “Even when I’m home and get a 

good idea, I like to write it down.” 

 

 

 
Tina L’Empereur, 3

rd
 Grade teacher at St. Matthias 

Parish School. She’s holding a student-written book, 

The Big Book of JJJ and R Stories, that is available in the 

school library. 

 


