
St. Matthias has Generations Attend The School

St. Matthias Is Unique 

St. Matthias Parish School has a long history of 

tradition.  A unique quality of the school is the large 

amount of second generation families who attend the 

school. 

Kris (Hoepfl) Ruppin started at St. Matthias Parish 

School in 1973, in the second grade.  At that time, they 

didn’t have a K4, K5 or 1st grade classes.  Kris and her 

husband Mike now have two children who attend St. 

Matthias – Dan is in third grade and Katie is in 

Kindergarten (K5).  

School Has Evolved 

When Kris attended, she participated in volleyball, 

basketball, softball and forensics.  At the time, they had 

no soccer or track on the sports front.   The “specials” 

are they main area where the school has expanded.  

When Kris attended, they did not have band, Spanish or 

technology class.  Uniforms have also evolved from 

brown plaid with white and gold to the current navy 

and red plaid.  

 

 

Kris is still friends with many of her St. Matthias school 

mates.  From standing up in weddings to connecting on 

Facebook, she fondly connects with classmates.   After 

graduating, Kris went on to Pius High School. 

Making the Right Decision 

“This was really a no-brainer for us,” Ruppin says.  “We 

always planned to send our kids to St. Matthias.”  

Tradition and culture were key reasons they chose to 

send their kids to St. Matthais.  The Ruppins always 

wanted the kids to have faith as a part of their 

education and she wanted to replicate the experience 

she had. 

When they made the decision, Kris and her husband 

talked with a lot of people with school-aged children.  

St. Matthias had a good reputation and a history of 

making investments in the school.  Also her parents are 

involved in the parish.   

Her children are very happy at St. Matthias and have 

made a lot of good friends.  Both kids are involved in 

scouts with classmates.   

 

 

Kris (Hoepfl) Ruppin (left), teacher, Mrs. Schultz 

(center) and Jane (Hapke) Barwick (right) at 8
th

 grade 

graduation in 1980. Both Kris and Jane have children 

now at St. Matthias; pictured in next column.  

Back left to right: Kris (Hoepfl) Ruppin (Class of 1980), Noel  Barwick 

(6th grade, Class of 2015), Jane (Hapke) Barwick (Class of 1980). 

Front left to right: Katie Ruppin (K5, Class of 2021), Danny Ruppin (3rd 

grade , Class of 2018), Jenna Barwick (3rd grade, Class of 2018). 
 


